RADFORD PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION

Minutes- August 17, 2011

3:45 p.m.

The Radford Parent Teacher Organization (RPTO) held its meeting on August 17, 2011 in the Radford School Dining Hall.  This was the first meeting for the 2011/2012 school year.

I. Welcome, Call to Order:
a. The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Araceli Cortes, President of the RPTO at 3:45 p.m.  The President welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
b. Approval of May 2010 Minutes- Motion to approve by Ms. Campbell, seconded by Mrs. Navar. 
II. Introduction of RPTO Members:
a. RPTO members were introduced.
i. President- Araceli Cortes
ii. Vice President- Veronica Campbell
iii. Treasurer- Stephanie Leiferman
iv. Secretary- Gilbert Anaya
III. Old Business:

a. Free Dress August 26, 2011
i. Students whose parents attended the meeting in May 2011 will have free dress on August 26, 2011.
ii. Free dress for students who attended today’s meeting will be in September 2011 (day to be determined).
b. Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
i. Mrs. Campbell- luncheon held every year.  Last year’s event was at the El Paso Club.  Teachers were given gift cards, participated in a raffle and were treated to a nice lunch.    
c. RPTO Gift
i. The RPTO purchased a books and computers along with equipment for the science lab (list of items was available as a handout).  Activities are held to raise money to help the students.
IV. New Business:

a. Classroom Coordinators
i. New coordinators were introduced.  Mrs. Fisher, coordinator for the 5th grade, gave an update on purchases made from the teacher’s wish list (electric pencil sharpener and snacks).
ii. Coordinators help the class on field trips and events.
b. Western Day- September 16th
i. First function of the school year.
ii. Kids wear Western attire.
c. Radford Knight- September 23rd
i. Renaissance theme- a fundraiser will be held at this event.
d. Parent Volunteers slips
i. Mrs. Leiferman passed out sign in slips to help on projects.
e. Box Tops for Education, Prices Milk caps, and Coke rewards
i. Kiki- coke rewards “My Coke Rewards”, gather points used towards supplies, equipment, and electronics.  If interested, please sign up to donate points to Radford.  If you buy a Coke product, save the code (you can enter the codes or turn them in) to collect points for Radford School.
V. Executive Director’s Report:

a. Mr. Doran- 
i. Thanked RPTO for their help, playground (Ubaldo and crew worked very hard).  RPTO played a role in making this project a success as did the Commonwealth Fund.
ii. Pianos- ready to go.  Classes will be given to 2nd, 3rd, 4th grades.
iii. French- 7th, and 8th grade classes will be taught, more grades will be added in the future.
iv. Latin class- held afterschool, Monday and Wednesday from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m.  Class is only available to high school students at this time.
v. Band- really taking off, middle and high school bands.  Go to the auditorium to see the kids practice.  
vi. Art- Mrs. Fashing working with students.
vii. Lunch with children- encouraged having lunch with kids, enjoyable, (the food is really good- see for yourself).  Parents can see student interaction and enthusiasm at Radford.
VI. Director of Development Report:

a. Mrs. Freytag
i. Thanked parents and RPTO- there are a lot of ways to help the students.
ii. Director of development- she does grant writing and alumni newsletters and would welcome volunteers to help in the development office.
iii. Ski trip

iv. Bowling
v. Ladies Tea
vi. Grandparents Day- Sep 9th 

vii. Radford Knight- great food, music, 

viii. Student care during RPTO meeting- is provided in the auditorium- upper school students and one member from summer camp staff help watch younger students during the RPTO meeting.
VII. Treasurer’s Report:

a. Mrs. Leiferman- 
i. Checking account- $778.37 balance, Savings- $15,500
1. Tracy Navar- motion to approve, Mrs. Behrens seconded motion, report approved.
VIII. Class Updates:

a. Mr. Griffith- $4800 gift made last year (for science equipment), thanked RPTO.
b. Swim club- for students who already know how to swim- 2nd thru 12th grade.  They will work on conditioning, stamina, and style to prepare them for the next level.  
c. Golf club- at least 5 students needed to start the club.  Six locations are available for playing.  Golf lesson will be on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (practice hitting balls) afterschool.  Cost is $90/month (includes golf clubs, balls, lessons, drink, and snack).  1st thru 12th grades can participate.  Parents are needed to volunteer to watch kids.
d. Basketball- practice to begin soon.
e. Participation in sports- students must have physicals on file to practice/play sports.
f. Uniforms- taking orders at this time and samples will be available for sizing on Friday.
IX. New business/questions:

a. Question- why is there no refrigerated air?  It’s been discussed but the cost would be very high (~$200K).
i. Question- would the school be willing to look at refrigerated air?  Yes, the topic can be brought up to the board.
b. Question- Is there a Family night this year?  No, Radford Knight is in-lieu of it so parents can get to know each other.
i. What is Radford Knight?  It is a dinner party for the parents.
c. Question- Classroom baskets?  The classroom coordinators will provide information on the basket themes.
d. Mrs. Hicks- Basil is ready for harvest.  It will be sold in the 3rd grade classroom, tomatoes will be available later this year.
e. Question- how do you contact classroom coordinators/sponsors?  Check with your homeroom teacher.
X. Adjournment:

a. Meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m.
